Case xxx.
The Finnish meteor of June 9

Time: Sunday, June 9, about 22.15.
Place: Southern parts of Finland 

On June 9 the ”ghost rockets” ”arrived” in Finland and caused a very heated debate there. We have noted sightings from (at least) about twenty places in the southern part of Finland: 

”A mysterious light phenomenon, which is being connected to the so called ghost rockets over Sweden and Denmark were seen, Sunday evening also over our country. In Helsingfors (Helsinki)  the mysterious rocket was observed at 22.17 and at Tammerfors five minutes before. Information on the flight direction of the mysterious rocket are conflicting. The Helsingfors witnesses state northeast - southwest, at Salo it moved on a southerly course and in Tammerfors and Kallvik to the east. The phenomenon must have happened at a very great height. 

”OBSERVATIONS AT SEVERAL PLACES. One of those who saw the phenomenon over Helsingfors is dr Aarno Snellman. According to his statement to Hufvudstadsbladet, yesterday evening, he was sitting, at about 22.00 hours, on his balcony, facing the western sky, when he noticed the light phenomenon. He describes the phenomenon as a magnesium light, which moved at great speed in direction northeast - southwest. Where the phenomenon started he couldn´t say since the wall blocked his view. The phenomenon lasted only 1-2 seconds and had then moved about 20 degrees in the sky. While the rocket-like point of light passed this trajectory, it spread sparks of considerable dimensions and even light-balls. It almost looked like a series of explosions had occured. No sounds were heard by dr. Snellman, however. ”The rocket” left a cloud- and smoke-streak, which here and there was double, and this streak remained hovering in the sky for a long time. At what altitude the phenomenon happened was, according to dr Snellman, impossible to estimate.” 

”Hufvudstadsbladet yesterday had contact with another eye-witness, who saw the phenomenon from Kallvik. He stated emphatically that the mysterious rocket moved eastwards. According to this witness the rocket moved at 25-27 degrees angle upwards, where the trajectory curved, whereafter the rocket went out. It appeared suddenly in the center of the sky. Otherwise the information check out with dr. Snellman´s... ..since the phenomenon was seen almost simultaneously over Helsingfors, Salo and Tammerfors it must have moved at an altitude of at least 50 kilometres and the speed must have been immense. From experts it is thought, as stated before, that it could not be a meteorite. If, thus, it is a product of engineering art it must be something fantastic.” 

”Sunday evening a similar light phenomenon was observed at Salo as in the Helsingfors area. The light came at an enormous speed towards earth but turned towards south and disappeared out of view. The phenomenon left a burst of fire behind. Afterwards a sound like an explosion was heard. Two experts, one in Dickursby, the other in Helsingfors, could by comparison state that they had seen the phenomenon from the same angle, wherefore one can judge that...it moved several tenth of kilometers above the earth.” 

”At Tammerfors a light phenomenon was observed at 22.12 on Sunday evening, moving towards the east and leaving a smoke-trail behind. The phenomenon was also observed at Teisko.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, June 11).

”At Fredrikshamn a lightphenomenon had been seen Sunday night at 22.20, moving in a direction from NE to SW, leaving behind a firetail. The phenomenon lasted for a few seconds.”

”At Dalsvik, 18 km W of Helsingfors, a few inhabitants discovered a phenomenon in the western sky, as if a rocket ascending. Several explosions were observed, leaving behind tails of smoke like from an airplane... The light seemed to move in a W-S direction. In connection with the phenomenon a thunderlike sound was heard.” 

”Our newspaper has had contact with a few persons who observed the phenomenon... One of them was indoors at about 22.20 as he saw something like a lighting in the room. ...as he hurried out he saw that the sky was completely bright... At the same time he saw a long streak of light which in a short time transformed into a tail of smoke...” (Helsingin Sanomat, June 11 [Finnish-Swedish translation of article from the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors. The Helsingin Sanomat translation also has other observations from Helsingfors and Riihimäki, not detailed here].

A report (nr 69/3:45/1946) from the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors lists many sightings from places in the Helsingfors area, plus ten other places:

”Observations concerning the light phenomenon 9.6.1946 in Finland. The observations places and the sightings: 
1. Haapajärvi: 22.17. Light phenomenon moving W-E, left a streak of fire. 
2. Liperi: 22.17. A bright flame which moved on the southern sky in direction NW-SE and left a streak of smoke. 
3. Tampere [Tammerfors]: -  Falling star in the SW (?)
4. Lammi: -  Light phenomenon leaving sparks behind, a smoke-trail remained.
5. Lahti: 22.17. The light flew NW-SE. Silvery cylinder, the front of which was brilliant like fire (lit up by the sun?), smoketail with two ends.
6. Mankala: -  Light phenomenon in the south.
7. Orimattila:  -  Light phenomenon which moved in direction NW-SE on the southern sky. Explosion, sparks, a cloud of smoke.
8. Pornainen:  -  A rocket-like light phenomenon, diving towards earth, direction NE-SW. Smoketrail that remained for 10 minutes.
9 Helsingfors area:
   Koivuniemi: 22.15. Light in direction NW-SE.
   Käpylä: 1.  -  Rising trajectory, direction SW.
                2.  -  Horisontal trajectory, ending at a                                          
                     yellow light, direction N-S.
   Mellunkylä:  -  Light phenomenon, like a firework.
   Degerö:  -   Two silvery balls, left a firestreak be-
                     hind, whistling sound, direction NW-SE
   Herttoniemi:  -  Descending trajectory, direction NE-
                      SW.
   Jollas:  -   A sparkling streak of light that went out.
   City centre: 1. Descending trajectory, three explo-
                       sions at which the trajectory changes 
                       direction, yellow light, whistling sound.
                       2. One red and two white lights.
                       3. Explosion, fireburst, smoketrail, 
                       direction SSW.
                       4. 22.17. Light phenomenon started as 
                       a point, grew bigger, disappeared. 
                       Great and even speed, smoketrail
                       left behind. 
                       5. A red light in direction NE-SW, 
                       smoketrail for 10 min afterwards, 
                       altitude 10 km.
   Kilo: 22.05 (?): Ascending trajectory, flame, smoke-
                       trail, direction SSW.
10. Suomusjärvi: 22.20. Light phenomenon that fell behind the woods, explosion.
11. Meltola: 22.35. In the sky a light, moved in direction NW-SE, transformed into a smoketrail. A mighty explosion after about 1 - 1½ minute.” 

In his previous report from Helsinki, nr 68/3:43/1946, the attaché reported on the press debate and a sighting by his colleague: ”Myself I haven´t seen the phenomenon, but the naval attaché saw it as a very powerful flaming light (like a magnesium lightning), fully seen although he had his back turned on it. The light was followed by a wave-shaped, white trail of smoke. The direction was estimated to be Helsingfors - the Porkkala area.” 


Statements and conclusions by the experts:
”Professor Gustaf Järnefelt says, in a statement to [the newspaper] Nya Pressen, that he believes it was the question of an ordinary meteor, and the astronomer at the University observatory, doktor Ölander, who also saw the phenomenon, says that it was a falling star, more powerful than what is usual.” (TT newswire, June 11)

”Concerning the light phenomenon observed Whit-Sunday on Tuesday it is reported, from a credible source, that the astronomer at the Astronomical observatory of the Helsingfors University, dr. V.R. Ölander, had sighted the phenomenon and found that it was an unusually bright meteor. To this official statement should be added that the military authorities, who have collected reports on the ghost light, even on Tuesday morning claimed that the light phenomenon was caused by som version of the V-2, which should have flown at an altitude of 40-60 km. After the statements by the astronomers the discussion about the strange occurence should be ended.” (Dagens Nyheter, June 11).

But the military did not give in: ”A high-ranking Finnish officer declares that there are strong signs that the light phenomenon was caused by a rocket projectile like the German V-2 bomb. This view is shared by the newspaper Ilta Sanomat, stating that the projectile went on a very great altitude. It is reported that the occurence now is investigated by the Air Force and the Meteorological Institute.” (Helsingborgs Dagblad, June 12). 

On July 12, more than one month after the sightings, lieutenant colonel S.Tilly, the Swedish military attaché in Helsingfors sent the following report to his superiors at the Defence Staffs foreign department in Stockholm: 

”The following belated information has been received concerning the light phenomena seen in Finland on June 9. The Air Force meteorologist (Captain Palosuo), dr. Kukkamäki of the Geodetic institute and dr. Sucksdorff of the Meteorological Central Institute are [all] of the opinion that the phenomenon with the highest degree of probability was a meteor. Supported by some thirty reports they think they have established the trajectory as [going via] Björneborg - Nokia (west of Tammerfors) - Kotka - Fredikshamn. Altitude was 40.000 meters. Speed about 2.800 km/h. Any similar sightings have not been made, neither before nor after. Helsingfors, June 12, 1946. /singed/, S.Tilly.”                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                But someone at the editorial offices of Uusi Suomi, [Finnish newspaper], possibly with some connection to the military, was of an opposite opinion. On July 16 he wrote in no uncertain words: 

”Supported by a summary of the sightings from different parts of the country, [unnamed!] scientists in these areas have now concluded, according to what Uusi Suomi has learnt, that it could not be the question of a falling star. The projectile had, after first having flown at a completely straight course, suddenly turned around and thereafter once again continued along a straight trajectory. This circumstance excludes completely [sic] the possibility of a meteor, which during its flight trajectory never [would] perform any curves except for when its falling to ground, which was not the case now. Thus it must have been a contraption built by people, which evidently, through its enormous speed, is based on, in many respects, completely new principles. It should be mentioned that similar phenomena have been sighted a number of times during this summer. The latest one over Helsingfors yesterday morning at 05.30 [refers to case xxx].”  (Uusi Suomi, July 16).

Some military and conservative circles were not easy to convince! But dr. Ölander persisted and in another interview [published by TT on the same date, July 16] he once again stated his opinion that the phenomenon was a meteor. The debate (which may seen rather unneeded) continued on into August. 

Hufvudstadsbladet interviewed two professional Finnish astronomers, writing: ”In an interview with...professor Gustaf Järnefelt, he states that he has not seen any ghost rockets himself, but that he, in the cases where he has had direct contact with first-hand witnesses, has come to a complete clarity that it has been the question of meteors. There has not been any hesitation at all, since they have been typical of their sort. He is also inclined to regard all the other cases as meteors, but does not want to declare that with certainty. Also the celestial phenomena seen in Sweden and Denmark he primarily thinks to be meteors and he will, in Sweden and Denmark, where he travels today, discuss the question with astronomical experts.

”Y. Väisälä, professor of astronomy at the Turun Yliopisto, has made the following declaration regarding the phenomenon on June 9. ”Since, having had at my disposal the careful observations made by another astronomer by profession, dr. V.R. Ölander from Helsingfors, I have collated them with my own notes, and confirmed my previous results, derived from my own and many laymens observations. It was really the question of a meteor, the end point of which lay approximately between Åbo [Turku] and Helsingfors, and at an altitude of about 30 kilometres. The speed of the body was tenths of kilometers per second, in no case less than 11 km/sec, which it should be if it had been sent from ground [??]. The celestial origin of the light phenomenon it thus almost without any doubt.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, August 17 [Defence Staff files]).

Status: Meteor
Sources: Hufvudstadsbladet, June 11 and August 17;  Helsingin Sanomat, June 11; Dagens Nyheter, June 12; Helsingborgs Dagblad, June 12; TT newswires on June 10, June 11 and July 16; Uusi Suomi, July 16; Reports nr 68/3:43/1946, 69/3:43/1946 and 82/3:55/1946 from the military attaché (Defence Staff files).

